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TO THE 


Loyal and Peaceable-minded 


READER. 


'T 3s -not unknown to ſome of Good Rank, how much 
this plain Sermon hath been baited by ſome of the Ephe- 
lian breed, and what Perſecutions it hath ſuffered from 

the Tongues of ill-minded men, who.yet. were not ſo devout- 
ly given, as to be preſent in the Houſe of God with that great 
Aſſembly before whom it was delivered : Only they heard 
of it at ſecond hand, with Additions and Enlargements, 
aſual with ſuch kind of men, when once they have mounted 
the Chair of the Scornful. Civility ſhall oblige the Author 
to forbear' the repeating that unſavonry Language beſtowed oz: 
him, and reflecting upon the whole Orthodox Clergy, leſt his 
: Pen ſhould be thought as foul as the Month that utter d it. 
It is objefed, that he therein meddled with Matters of State, 
and therefore juſtly met with that ſmutty Reproof. Let the 
Sermon be read patiently, and without Prejudice or Partia- 
lity, and let him be fairly ſhewed wherein he hath moved 
 mTregularly, and out of he Sphere of his Proper Calling, 

and he will be what the &1w,%y opia obligeth him to, v1z. 


Gentle, and eaſily entreated to Retra# his Errour. But if 


thoſe that reproach him on this account, would no more mea- 
ale with them that are given to change, than he doth with 
Matters of State, we ſhould quickly enjoy 4 far more A 
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5 To the Loyal and Peaceable-minded Reader. 
| : able World. It is ſtrange, that he who hath made Divini- 
| ty the proper Objetf of his Study, for more than forty Tears, 
ſhould ſo ſuddenly ſtart up a Politician, without ever being 
” F- fo nmch os Juitiated into that Myſterions School; and that 
W: theſe Gentlemen, who never were acquainted with him, ſhould 
know more of him than he doth of himſelf. - Sure he is, he 
never ſate at the" Feet of any Machiavel or Achitophel, zor 
ever will do; pretending to no more Policy than what the 
Sacred Scriptnres teach him, Religions and Loyal Honeſty : 
and ſo much of the Serpentine Wiſdom as will conſiſt with 
: that, ſo far as he can attain to it : And this he thinks will 
-p be found the beſt Policy in the Concluſron, the moſt ſecurely 
| founded, and moſt ſtrongly fortified againſt the Batteries 
(4 of Adverſity, and the Aſſaults of Malicious Men. But, it 
pr ay be, the ſharpneſs of his Reproofs expoſed him to theſe 
ip - Cenſures : Indeed, Fierceneſs is juſtly condemmed in all 
2 Men, much more in a Divine. But, it were well, if Men 
bo before they condemn others, would firſt ſearch their own 
- ER Keeiſter, and ſee if they (of all other Men ) be not moſt fit 
i: to be ranged with thoſe ariueegt, fierce and implacable Men, 
1 whom St, Paul prophecyeth of, 2 Tim. 3. 3. That they 
ſhould come in the laſt days, and make them perillous 
Times. Put, doth not this agree like Harp and Harrow 
with the former Objetion, that he is a Dealer in Politicks, 
and yet ſharp and bitine in hjs Reproofs? Surely, a World: 
ly Politician would conſult his own Intereſt and Safety, and. 
not expoſe himſelf to danger, by ſtopping Fury in his Gal- 
Lp, but would ſ{atier and danub with untempered Mortar, 
and indgitifie men for their Religion, when they juſtly ac- 
ſerve the {ſmarteſt Scourges of the Satyriſt, for their baſe 
Hypocrifie 3 So that T can ſee no Worldly Wiſdom in a Loid 
Reproof, for this 3s a. following too near the Heels of an ill- 
naturd Beaſt, that may kick backward, and ſtrike out 


your Teeth. But, if I aut be cenſured upon that account, it 
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To'the”Loyal and 'Peaceable-minded Reader. 
is by thoſe that underſtand ot the great Obligation that lies 


upon our Calling herein, and the- great danger we run our 
ſelves into by our. Neglef. And, whether it 3s fitter 10 


pleaſe God inthe. Diſcharge of our Duty, or gratifre th 

Humours of Men ( neither wiſer nor better natur 4 than their 
Neighbours) by our ſinful Silence, [ leave it to the Judg- 
ment of the rational and religious Chriſtian. T ſuppoſe, theſe 
Men are Strangers to Church-Collefts, otherwiſe, they nicht 


have remembred- that which is appointed for St. John Bap- 


tilt's Day, wherein we are taught by our Church, to pray 


That we may conſtantly ſpeak the Truth, boldly rebuke 


Vice, and patiently ſufler for the Truth's Sake. Ard 
indeed, Quis tam inique tam patiens Urbis, tam fterreus 
ut teneat ſe 2 He that well conſgders and digeſts in his 
Mind this Charader of Heavenly Wiſdom, and then behold: 
the Face of the Chriſtian World, in a true and impartial 
Glaſs, he will quickly find ſuch a through-paced Contradi- 
Fion between what Wiſdom teacheth, and moſt Men pradiſc, 
that he cannot but conclude, that We of England, as well 
as the Cretians of old, are to be rebuked «mmipws, ſharply 
or cuttingly, that we may be ſound in the Faith. Tit. 1. 13. 
And that if it was Titus his Duty to do it then, it is 10 
leſs ours to do it now. And there is no Av cn more deſpi- 
cable in the Eyes of God and Good Men, than a flattering 
and cowardly danbing Miniſter, that ſooths Men up in 
their Follies, and ſo plays the Runagate from his Office, 
goes down to Tharſhiſh when he is ſent to Ninive. 

But, whatever was the Occaſion of the Offence taken againſt 
this Diſcourſe, it is the Author's Comfort, that it received 


 Approbation from thoſe that heard it without Prejudice; and 


eſpecially from the Reverend Judges (that then rodeour Cir- 
cuit) Sir William Raymund and Sir Chriſtopher Levins, 
with whoſe Deſires, had he then complyed, this Trifle had 


long ago paſſed not only the Preſs, but the Gauntlet alſo of 


the 
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| To the Loyal and Peaceable-minded Reader. 

the Cenſorious. But, he did not think any thing of his 

worthy of publick View 5 and were he not urged by the Im- 

portunity of Friends, till he is aſhamed to deny them any 
longer, he ſhould not have been brought to ſay with Eliſha, 

2 Kings 2. 17. Send. But now: he is content to do ſo,” but 

in the ſame plain Dreſs wherein it was firſt cloathed, with- 

out the leaſt Variation fromthe Copy. To the Cenſure of the 

Truly Religious, Loyal, and Peaceable, he humbly ſubmits both 

himſelf and it, beſeeching them to pardon the "Defects of 
Oratory in a Man long ruſted with a Country Liſe. As foy 

others that take Delehs in ſpeaking reproachfully of thoſe who 

are 20t of their Clan, he ſhall not much regard their Cenſure, 

being now grown too old either to ſeek the F avour or to fear 

the Fromns of the Fadtions. 
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SERMON 


Before the Reverend Judges of the Aſlze 
ar Salop ; on Sunday, the 24th. day of 
July. 1681, | 
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JAM. 3c 17+ 
But the Wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, then peace- 


able, gentle and. eaſe to. be intreated, full of Mercy and 
good Fruits, without Partiality and without Hypocriſce. 


 venly Wiſdom, that he _might the better acquaint 


pounds this Queſtion, at wer/. 13. Who is a wiſe man, and 


good Converſation, bis Works with. Meekne, 5 of Wiſdom. As 


endxed with Knowledge among you? Let hint ſhew, out of a 


it he had ſaid, Beſides the Set of Groſtzcks, crept lately 
into the Church, who are great Pretenders to Wiſdom; 
There are, no doubt, ſome. of you that paſs for Wiſe Men, 
in your own, and the Worlds Account. Now, it concerns 

| ER = you 


F HE Apoſtle intending totreat of Spiritual and Hea- 


| us with the Nature of it, and enable us to diſtin- 
gunh it from that Earthly, Senſual, and Deviliſh Wiſdom, 
which is too much taught and pradtisd amongſt men, pro- 
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| (2) 

you to make good the Opinion the World hath of you. 
and you of your ſelves, by being fruitful in Works of Pi- 
cty, Juſtice and Charity, with all Meekneſs and Humility 
which are the proper and genuine Effects of true Chriſtian 
Wiſdom. . But, ſaith he, 1f you have C3Aoy rey, bitter 
Envyings and Strife, if it ſuffer any of thoſe evil Spirits of 


_ Envy, Hatred, Malice, Uncharitableneſs, Wrath, Strife, 


Sedition, Fc. to take polleſſion of you, glory not in the 
opimon. of your Wiſdom, neither lye againſt the Truth, 
lince you are yetStrangers to any Wiſdom, but that which 
deſerves not the Name, even the Wiſdom of the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil. For, faith he, ver/. 16. Where Ex- 
vying and Strife 3s, there is axgmumda, nothing but Tumult 
and Diſorder, Confuſion, and every Evil Work : Which; 
that he might the better convince them of, he here pras : 
ceeds to give them a lively CharaGer of that true ſpiritual 
Wiſdom, which cometh down from the Father of Lights: 
1 5 arwdry Pic, OF. But the Wiſdom, Oc. 

In which words,we have obſervable, 1. the Dignity of Wiſ- 
doms Original ; ſhe is a»oley, from? above. 2. TheProperties 
by which ſhe may be known and EEE from that 
40. ogia, Wildom falſly fo called; ſhe 1s firſt pure, 
then peaceable, &-c. In both which, the Apoftle preſents. 
Wiſdom to us as a beantiful Virgin; and that he may the 
more endear our Afﬀedctions to her, he deſcribes her to ns, 
Firſt, by the Eminency of her Extra&ion, ſhe 1s of no leſs 
than Divine Parentage and: Deſcent. Secondly, By the 
Beauty and Lovelineſs of herPerſon, firſt pxre, then peace- 
able, gentle, &c. And who can behold ſuch a Beauty, and 
not be raviihed with it? And farely, the Reaſon why. ſo 
few do fall. in Love with her, is, becauſe they do not right- 
ly know her. They look upon her through the falſe Spe- 
Qacles of the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, which re- 
preſent her to them as a Creature in whom 1s no Form or 


Comelineſs, for which ſhe ſhould be deſired, The —_ 
| Qcre- 


(3) 
therefore doth here draw her Pidare to the Life, in all 
the ſeveral Lineaments thereof, and ſets it 'before us, that 
we, having our Eyes anomted with theFye-falve of Gods 
Holy Spirit, may cons | enamoured of her Beauty. 


I begin to {peak briefly (as I muft to cach Particular) of 
the Dignity of Wiſdoms Original. She is <yw.3y, frore above. 

The Apoſtle 1n the firſt Chap. of this Epiſtle, werſ;, 17. 
aſſures us, that wor Sms ſad, x; mv Spnyg Tar, T has 
every good Gift, and everyperfet? G; , whether a temporal or 
a ſpiritual, a Gift of Nature or of Grace, is froze above; and 
though all Giftsare not of the ſame lize, yet they all come 
down from the ſame Fatherof Lights: and Wiſdom is one 
of the brighteſt of thoſe Lights whereof God is the Father. 
'Tis one of the Attributes wherewith God is dignified in 
Sacred Scripture, that he is the Only Wiſe God. Rom. 16. 27. 
both becauſe he 1s perfe&tly and finitely wiſe in himſelf; 
and alfo, the Author and Fountain of all Wiſdom (truly 
ſo called) that is in the Creature. There is indeed a great 
deal of falſe and finful Wiſdom, whereof, God, who 15 
Light, and in whom 'is no 'Darkneſs at all, cannot be the 
Author, whereby men are wiſe 'to -do Evil, to contrive 
Miſchief, to defraud and over-reach a harmleſs Neighbour. 
to entangle and involve a Church or Kingdom 1n a Laby- 
rinth of Troubles and'Miſeries. Now. this ſinful Wiſdom 
is either Earthly and Worldly, conliſting 1n politick Fetches 
to get the good things of this Lite, Riches and Honours 
into our Poſkffion, and that per fas £5 nefas, tt matters 
not whether, rem, rem, quocrmque: motlo' rew'; The'Pro- 
tellors of this Wiſdom, St. Panl calls, Ta baſaa Degrees, 
Phitip. 3. 19. Minders of Earthly things; Tf you anatomize 
them, you ſhall find 'the 'World doſe at their Heart, as 
Queen Mary ſaid Calice was at hers, after 4t was loft. Or 
ſecondly, Tt is aSenfual Wiſdom, confiſting in the ſubtle 
Methodsof Luſt, and cunning Conrriyances of- HE? 
B 2 an 
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.. -: 
and ſenſual Men, for the accompliſhing of their carnal and 
bratiſh Deſires; this is call'd by St. Paul, areprouz mrs ozprgs, 
Rom. 13. wlt. a making Proviſion for the © leſh,” to fulfill the 
Luſts thereof; Or thirdly, It 18 Sungnays opic, aDeviliſh 
Wiſdom, whereof, the World at this Day 1s very full, 
which confifts not only in the knowledge and practice of 
thoſe unlawtul Arts of Witchcraft, Sorcery, Necromancy, 
ec. which the Devil moſt commonly teacheth his Votaries; 
but alſo, in the 1magihing, contriving, and putting in Ex- 
ecution, miſchievous Plots and Deſigns againſt the Pcace 
and Safcty. of Kings and -Kingdoms, Churches, and Civil 
Societiesz of which pernicious Wiſdom, none but the 
Prince of. Darkneſs, the: firſt- Fraytor and Conſpirator 

againſt Heaven, can be the. Author.. The Apoſtle, expretly 
affirms, that none of thele' three kinds of Wiſdom arc 
from above, werſ. 15. 
But there is a fourth kind of Wiſdom, which fetcheth it's 
Pedigree from Heaven; and this 1s tourtold 3. 1. Intelle&u- 
al, conliſting 1n the Activity of the Rational Powers of the 
Mind.,inthe knowledge of Languages,and oftheLiberal Arts 
and Sciences,and generally, in the improving of our natural 
Endowments, by Education,Art,Induſtry.,and Experience : 
In this kind of Wiſdom, St. Stephen affirms Moſes to have 
been famous, A@. 7. 22. And St. Paul was well ſtudied in 
the Wiſdom of the Grecians, as appears by, has frequent 
Quotations of their Poets in his Writings. 2. Moral Wit- 
_dom, conliſting in a ſober, diſcreet, and unblameable Car- 
Lage and Behaviour of ourſelves towardsthoſewith whom 
Wo have to.do..,The Apoſtle Pay! ſeems to. point at this, in 
Ph. 5. 15.'See that ye walk circumſpely, 'not as Fools, but 
. as Wiſe; and more plamly,'Coloff. 4. 5. Walk in Wiſdom to- 
. wargs thens that are without {the unconyerted. Gentiles ) 
redeeming the Tiae, 3. Civil, Widom, confilting inawiſe 
\ Management of our Gvil Affans both publickandprivate, 
in.afing lawful means of avoiding fuch Dangers as threaten 
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(5) 
to aſſault us, and: eſcaping the Snares laid for us by a ma- 
licious Adverſaryz of this Wiſdom our Saviour ſpeaks, 


when he bids his Diſciples, Matt. 10. 16, 17. To beware of 
Men,” and to be wiſe as Serpents. + 4. Spiritual Wiſdom, - 


conſiſting in the right :Knowledge of the only true God 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, and in; the worſhip- 
ping and ſerving of him after a right manner. 


Now, 'though 1t be true of the three former kinds of 


Wiſdom, that they are 4ywStv, from above 3 (is 98 52 tee 
xpiver,, who made thee to differ © or what haſt thou that thou 
xr not received £ 1 Cor. 4. 7.) Yet it 1s much more true 
of this Spiritual Wiſdom, whereof St. James here treat- 
eth: And this alſo is two-fold : Firſt, Speculative, where- 
by the Mind is favingly inlightned to diſcern the things 
of God, and the great Myſtery of Man's Salvation by Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Secondly, Praftical, whereby a man 1s ma- 
bled to propound a right End to himſelf i all his Actings, 
making God the Centre of all his Deſires and Delights ; 
and (1n order to the happy Fruition of him ) the Du- 
tes of Religion his main. Buſineſs and Concern.z grvmg 
all diligence in the uſe of means ſet before him, to make 
his Calling and Election ſure, and to work out his Salva- 
tion with fear. and trembling. , This Praftical Wiſdom 
teacherh us ſo to. love God, as. to keep his Commmand- 
ments, ſo to tcar him, as. to depart from Evil 3' fo. to re- 
pent for Sin, as to loath and forſake it ; ſo to believe the 
Goſpel, as to- obey it, in its moſt difficult- Precopts' 5 to 
. to call upon God, 'as. to lift up pure hands unto kim, and 
wreſtle with him, -as Jacob 'with the Angel, of the Cove- 
nant,” for a Bleſſing. . This Practical Wiſdom is abſolute- 
ly neceflary, without. which, though we. ſpeak with the 
Tongue of amen and Angels, and underſtand all Myſteries, 
and. all Knowledge, we-.are:but as founding Braſs, or ,2 
tinkling Cymbal. Of. this; Wiſdom David ſpeaks, F/a/. 
1.10, The fear of the Lord is the beginning oj MIS 3 
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(6) 
A good nnderftunding have all they that do his Command- 
ents. And Job 28. 28. Behold the fear of the Lord, thats 
Wifdom, and to depart from evil is Underſtanding. And 
this Wiſdom is from above, and owes its deſcent from the 
Father of Lights, after a peculiar manner. Firſt, becauſe 


. 1t is nowhere tanght but m the Holy Scriptures, which 


are of Divine Inſpiration, 2 T7. 3. 16. The Schools of 

ni have tanght us many exceltent Do- 
cuments of Civil and Moral Wiſdom 3 but to aim with a 
ſingle Eye, and fincere heart, at God's Glory in all our 
aftings, as our Supreme and ultimate End 3 and to walk 
in the paths of Faith and Obedience, Repentance, Mor- 
tification, Self-demial, and taking wp the Croſs, which on- 
ly lead us to the happy enjoyment of that End, thele arc 
Leflons only taught in the Schools of the Prophets and Apo- 


ſtles 3 and St. Paxl expreſly aſlares us, that the Holy Scri- 


ptures are able to make us perfe# and wiſe unto Salvation. 
Secondly, It is from above, becauſe it 1s the 1 r Gift 
of God's San&ifying Spirit, and therefore it's called Spiri- 
tral Wiſdom and Underſtanding, Col. 1. 9. Quja per Spiri- 
tum Chriſti generatur, non ingenio noſtro comparatur, faith 
the Learned Biſhop Davenart on the place, becauſe it is 
not acquired by our Wit and Induſtry, but wrought in 
us by God's Holy Spirit. A mar can receive nothing, ſaith 
St. John 0 unleſs it be given hint from above, Joh.3.27. 
And Cathedram in Colo habet qui corda docet, He that 
teacheth mens Aearts this wiſdom, hath his' Chair in Hea- 
ven. Mow then, ſince the Merchandize of this Wiſdom 
3 better than the Merchandize of Silver, and the (rain 
thereof than fine Gold; ſince ſhe is more precious than 
Rubies, and all the things we can defire are not to be 
compared to her, Prov. 3. 14. fince this is the Wiſdom 
that cauſes a mans face to ſhine, and makes him more ex- 
cellent than his Neighbour; In a word, fince ſhe'is a Tree 
of Life to all that Jay hold upon her, and every ga Is 
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after Death, to all Eternity 3; Let us take the counſel of 
this Apoſtle, Jam. 1.5. If any man lack Wiſdow, let bine 
ask it of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and-npbraideth 
wot, and. it ſhall be given him. And' let hun accompany his 

Prayers with a diligent ſtudy and ſearch of holy Scriptures, 
by means whereof David profeileth himſelf ro have been 
wiſer than his Enemies, his Teachers or the Ancients, 
P/zl. x19. 98, 99, 100. And laſtly, If any man want this 
Wifdom, let him ( as St. Pax! adviſeth him ) become 4 
Fool, that he may be wiſe, 1 Cor. 3.: 18. Lay alide all lot- 
ty and high-flown Concoits of himſelf, all proud reaſon- 
ings, and perverſe diſputings of Fleſh and Blood > let 
him caſt _y every Imagination, and every high thing 
that exalts 1t felf within him againſt the Trath, being rea- 
dy to believe whatſoever Chriſt propounds, and obey 
whatſoever he commands, though never ſo contrary to 
his worldly Intereſts, or his corrupt and fleſhly Principles. 

And now, if any of you think you have already ar- 
tained this Heavenly Wiſdom, take heed you do nor fa- 
cnifice to your own Nets, or look, like Swans, upon your 
own Boſom, as if it grew there ; but acknowledge with 
all thankfulneſs, your gracious Benefaftor, and let him 
that glories, glory in the Lord, who teacheth us the way 
of his Statutes, and makes us to underſtand Wiſdom ſecret- 
6h, Pfal. $1.6. 

Now. as the Rivers that come from the Sea, return thi- 
ther back again ; ſo this Wiſdom coming to us from God, 
will at laſt bring us up-to the enjoyment of him, by 
working in us thoſe Graces of Purity, Peaceableneſs, Gen- 
tleneſs, Mercy, and Goodneſs, which do ſo lively reſemble 
lim 3 and by making/ us like him, will bring us to the 
enjoyment of his Beatifical Viſion, x Joh. 3. 2. And this 
leads. me, in the ſecond place, to ſpeak of the Charadteri- 
ſticat Properties of this Heayenly Wiſdom, by which 4t 

| may. 


happy that retaineth hers happy in Life, in Death, and' 
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Mo. 
may be diſtinguiſh'd from that which. 18 Earthly, 'Senſu- 
al; and Deviliſh. Of each of which ſomething, though 
of all briefly. > 1+ Y | 


Firſt then, - ſhe is /pare'z indeed coming down from 
above, ſhe nuſt needs be (o : for, as 1s the Cauſe, ſuch is 
the Efte& 1t produceth, Now God, LG Fountain of 
all true Wiſdom 1n the Creature ) he 1s Eight, and in hins 
3s no darkneſs at all, 1 Joh. 1. 5. and therefore 1t is im- 
poſſible that any darkneſs of Sin or Error ſhould pro-+ 
ceed from him. | Y 

The Adverb TIpunry, firſt pure, doth not obſcurely inti- 
mate tous, That Purity and Holinels is the richeſt Jewel 
in Wiſdoms Cabinet; the chieteſt- and moſt excellent Leſ- 
{on that ſhe can teach us, and that all the other Properties 
here ſet down, would not have added a Cubit to her 
Praiſe, if Purity had not been their Guide and Leader. The 
(zreek 'word am, tranſlated pure, fignifieth alſo chaſte : 
And indeed, Chriſtianity (the true VViidom from above) 
is, Of all other, -the moſt 'chaſte Religion, far /beyond that 
of the Jew or Mahumetan, requiring every man to poſlels 
his Vetfel in Sanctification and Honour, not m the Lufts 
of Concupiſcence, as the Gentiles which know not God: 
For, ſaith the Apoſtle, God hath not called #s to Unclean- 
zeſs, but unto Holineſs. 1 Theſſal. 4. 7. And thole Sects of 
pretended Chriſtians (the Groſticks and Nicolaitans of old, 
and the Familiſts, and others of late) thathave taughtand 
practiſed unlawful Mixtures and; ſhameful Luſts, they are 
of their Father the UncleanSpuwit,and their Wiſdom1s Sen- 
ſual and Diabolical. Indeed,} prior is frequently brand- 
ed in the Scriptures with the name of Lewdneſs and Folly; 
particularly, Judges, 20. 6. Such Folly as had like to have 
colt the: Extirpation, of ;the Tribe of Benjamin, and met 
with a ſudden, Stab from..the hand of. Phineas, upon. the 
Perſons of Zimri 'and Cob, But, I ſhall not. confine. the 
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VVord to Chaſtity alone, bur taking it in a larger Senſe, 
- obſerve, | 

Firſt, There is a Purity of Dodrine and of Pradtice, 
-and the Wiſdom-from above is pure both theſe ways. Firſt, 
She holds faſt the form of Sound Words, (as the Apoſtle 
chargeth Timothy) and earneſtly contendeth for the Faith 
Which was once delivered to the Saints. Jude v. 3. She 
hates all: chopping and changing in Religion and Worſhip, 
and accounts 1t the noms olly. imaginable, to run after 
every new-fangled Guide,(like Children after Butter-flycs) 
and to be like a Ship without Lading or Ballaſt, whittied 
about with every Wind of Do&rine. Secondly, This 
Wiſdom keeps us not only pure from Error and Hereſie, 
but alſo, from es uh It hath been ever the malicious 
Policy of the Devil, to divide and ſeparate (what he can) 
between a pure Faith and an holy Litez tomake thoſe who 
are ſound in Judgment, to be impure and vicious 1h Con- 
verſationz and thoſe whoſe Converſation 1s unblameable, 
to be unſound in Judgment : But, neither of theſe are Wiſ- 
doms Children, who accounts both theſe to be equally 
bad, the Erroneous Mind, and the Vicious Life ; and 
therefore ſhe ſtudies to hold faſt the Myſtery of Faith in 
a pure Conſcience, 1 Tim. 3. 9. We may with Truth and 
Confidence affirm, that we enjoy the pureſt and beſt Re- 
ligion in the Chriſtian World. But alas! How great and 
general is the Decay of Chriſtian Piety amongſt us, and 
how few, very few, make it their Buſineſs to adorn their 
Religion with an holy Life. 

Secondly, There is a Purity of the inward, and of the 
outward Man, and this W1 takes eſpecial Care of 
both; according to St. Paul's Exhortation, 2 Corinth. 7.1. 
Let ws cleanſe our Le” <-r all Pollutions both of the Ele 
and Spirit; and that of St. James 4. 8. Cleanſe your Hands, 
you Sinners, and purifie your Hearts, ye double-minded. 


Firſt, This Wiſdom keeps a Hearc with all a 
W1 


(10) £c 
will not ſuffer it to give any welcome Entertainment un- 
to Sin. Though Corruptions beſet us, and intice us dai- 
ly, yet Wiſdom ſo keeps the Heart, as that it will not 
cloſe with them and it 1t be overcome with the Prevya- 
lency and Importunity of Temptation, it: can truly- ſay 
with St. Paul, It 3s the Evil that I hate. This Wiſdom 
alſo purifies the Life, and cauſeth us to obey froze the 
Heart, the form of Do@rine wherennto  we' | are deli- 
vered. Rom. 6. 17, To dedicate our feclves intircly to 
the Service of God, and to walk before him in Holineſ; 
and Righteouſneſs all the days of our Lite. Many, with 
the old hypocritical Phariſces, Make clean the outſide of the 
Cup and Platter, whilſt within they are full of Extortion and 
Exceff: But Wiſdom teacheth us zo cleanſe firſt the inſide 
of the Cnp and Platter, that the out-pde may be clean alſo. 
Mat. 23. 26. And it is one part of pure and undefiled Reli- 


ion, to keep our ſelves unſpotted from the World. Jam. 1.27. 


Thirdly, There is a Purity of Contrition,” wathing the 
Soul with the Tears of godly Sorrow for Sins paſt; and a 
Purity of Converſion, cleanfing the Soul by a real forſa- 
king of Sin for the Time to come ; and the Wiſdom that 
is from above, jJoyns both theſe together: it opens our 
Eyes, to behold the Vileneſs of Sin,  theOppoſition it car- 
rics 1n tt to the pure Nature of God, and to his holy and 
righteous Laws;z and ſo not only canfeth us to mourn for 
our paſt Tranſgreſſions, but alſo, to fly from Sin as from 
the Flague, or from the Face of a Serpent that would 
deſtroy us. And this Purity that ariſeth frem found Re- 
pentance, is the younger Brother to Innocency 1t felt. 
Sen penitet peccaſſe pent eſt innocens, ſays Seneca, Yea, 
this Wiſdom, teacheth us not only to abſtain from Sin, 
but from all Occafions that may lead us to it, 'as knowing 
well, how expedient it 1s for him that would not fall m- 
to X'Pit, not to come near the Brink of it. | 
There are yet two Properties by which this Wiſdom 


from above diſcovers it's Purity. Firlt, 


(1T) 
Firſt, It will not mix it ſelf with Worldly Ends and 
byes 0 It is not turn'd about with the Gales of Cove- 
touſneſs,, Ambition, Popularity, or Vain-glory. Shefcorns 
to turft her-Sails to recerve ſuch Winds as theſe : She looks 
- not aſquint at a Kmgdom, as Fehr did, whilſt he pretend- 
ed Zeal for the Lord of Hoſts: But, it aims with a ſingle 
Eye, at the Glory of God, the Welfare of Religion, the 
Proſperity of the Church, the Peace and Happineſs of the 
Kingdom, and rhe Good of all Chriſtian and Civil Socic- 
ties 3 and although 1n times of Danger ſhe takes in Civil 
Wiſdom for her Afſiftant, and teacheth us thereby our 
Saviour's Leflon, [os beware of Mer, and be wiſe as Serpents ; 
not ſuffering us raſhly to caſt our ſelves into Danger, or 
expoſe our ſelves to the Tyranny of an Enemy, that would 
fain ride over our Heads; yet, ſhe will not allow us any 
unlawful Arts of Safety, not any lying Subterfuges, or 
Prevarications about the Truth z which 1s, indeed, a plain 
Danes our Religion when we are called to detend 
it, a forfaking of our Colours, and flying over to the Ene- 
my. He that will thus fave his Life in this World, is in 
danger of loſing it hereafter to all Eternity. Mat. 16. 25. 
When the Chriſtians in the Primitrve Times had learned 
that Trick of giving Money for Certificates from the Hea- 
then Prieſts, that they had ſacrificed to their Idols, when 
indeed-they had not done it, they hereby brought Diſho- 
nonr upon their Religion, and were ny calt out of the 
Communion of the Church, and not reſtored again, till 
they had teſtified the Sincerity of their Repentance by a 
ſevere conrſe of Penance and Mortification. True Chri- 
ſtian Wiſdom, as it forbids us to court or provoke a Dan- 
er, (for this is to lead our ſelves into Temptation) fo it 
© rigs us to decline it, when we are called to encoun- 
EI: 
Secondly, this pure Wiſdom will not dare to do Evil, 
that Good may come thereof; She will not ſuffer a Manto 
C2 come 
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come near this Rock, leſt he wrack firſt his Conſcience, 
and after his Soul upon it: No. pretence of doing Evil, 
In ordine:ad. Deum & Eccleſiam, tor the Glory of God, 
or the advancing or ſecuring the True Religion, or any 
other good End, can miniſter the leaſt Umbrage of an Ex- 
cuſe to: them that ſhall preſume to do Evil 1n order to 
thoſe good Ends: neither may we ſeek to-avoid the great- 
eſt Evil of Puniſhment, by committing the leaſt Evil of 
Sin. The Martyrs would not caſt a Grain of Incenſe into 
the Fire, though it were to fave their Livesz and Atha- 
naſjus reſolved rather, Mutare Sedem quam SyVabam, to 
part with his Biſhoprick, (the fecond, at that Time, inthe 
Chriftian World) than give way to the changing a Sylla- 
ble of the Nicene Creed compoſed againſt the Arriazs. 
In a Word, no Intention of. any good End, can warrant 
the choice of any ſinful means to accompliſh 1t. God will 
have-no breaking of one Commandment to ſecure another ; 
no Treaſon or Rebellion to prevent Iolatry or Superſti- 
tion.z no. throwing away Religion, as the {imple Travel- 
ler doth his Purſe, for fear of loling 1t by the hand of 
the High-way man. He that dares truſt God and his Re- 
ligion, (which 1s-God's alfo as well as ours) he will not 
be ſo jaded with the Fear of Popery, as to. act any thing 
contrary to the Principles of his own far founder Profeſſ- 
on : and therefore, if we pretend to pure Wiſdom, let us 
have no. depoſing and murthering Kings and Sovereign 
Princes ; no changing of a Monarchy into. a Common- 
wealth, no. doing any act of Injuſtice to; fave the Stake of 


| Die: which 1s the higheſt Afrone we can offer to 


the Providence of the Alnughty, -as if he were not able to 
ſuccour us in our greateſt Streights, and work. out Delive- 
rance for us, rk). we. piece up. his Providence by unwar- 
rantable Means. W-ll ze talk wickedly for God ? Job. 13.7. 
And-may not I-add, Will ye: a& wickedly for him? Let 


mens Zeal for Religion be as great as is pretended 3 Ley 
us; 


: » S4 © OTE - o 


.- (88) 
us charitably believe, there lurks no Snake in the ſmooth 
Graſs, no Cloak of Godlineſs to cover mens Maliciouſneſs, 
but that their Intentions are really the ſame they appearto 
be; yet ſure I am, if they cannot ſecure Religion by good 
means, they ought not to attempt it by bad 3 for, it they 
will do Evil that Good may come thereof, the Apoſtle afjures 
me, their Damnation 3s juſt. Rom. 3. 8. 
You have ſcen wherein the Purity of this Heavenly 
Wiſdom doth conſiſt. And oh! that we would all betake 
our ſelves to the ſerious Study and Practice thereof. In- 
deed, the prophane Sons of Þelial, and thoſe that fit in 
the Seat of the Scornful, may account this pure and unde- 
. filed Religion to be no better than Folly and nice Scrupu- 
lofity: But, the Time will come, when it will be an un- 
deniable Truth, that the pious, honeſt, and unblameable 
Life is the beſt Wiſdom and that the Wicked Achitophel; 
whoſe Counſel is now taken for an Oracle, will be found 
at laſt, to be a Couſin-German to a Fool, as his Name l(1g- 
nifies, and he be forced to cry out with Cicero, when ha 
was forſaken by Auguſt#s, and expoſed to the Fury of Mark 
Anthony, his implacable Enemy, O me Miſerum! O me 
nunquam Sapientent For, this 1s the glorious Irmmph of 
pure Wiſdom, That ſhe gets her {elf to be juſtified, not 
only by her own Children, but alſo, by her very Enemies; 
and not only good Menſpeak wellot her, but wicked Men 
alſo, are forced, from the Convition of their own Con- 
ſciences, ſometimes to- praiſe her in. the Gates: Yea, this 
is that heayenly Wiſdom which not only brings us to the 
Sight and Fruition of God, Mat. 5. 8. bat alſo, it fits and 
prepares the Soul for Heaven, without which, Heaven 
would be no Paradiſe or place of' Pleaſure to us. Could 
a wicked man be in Heaven-withall his impure Luſtsabout 
him, he would no more endure the Brightneſs of that glo- 
rious Place, or the Blefled Communion of Saints and Angels 
there, than Bats and Qwls can endure the bright ſhining 
Light of the Sun. 


But. 
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But ſecondly, As the Wiſdom which 1s from above is 
firſt pwre, ſo it is allo peaceable. And no marvel ſhe 1s ſo, 
2 lince ſhe is always attended upon with Charity, which is 
; the Bond of Peace. Jeruſalem which is above, the place 
whence this Wiſdom deſcends, ſignifies a Viſor of Peace 
and God the Father of Lights, from whom ſhe 1s ſent, is 
7 frequently ſtiled the God of Peace; and Chriſt, the Wiſdom 
: of the Father, is called the Prince of Peace, Ija. 9. 6. and 

was honoured at his Birth with the ſhutting up of Jars 
his Temple, the Romans Emblem of an univerſal Peace 
throughout. their Empire, and with an Antheme of Peace, 
ſung by a Quire of Angels, Glory to God on high, and on 
Earth Peace. Luc. 2. 14. and went out of the World with 
a Legacy of Peace. Joh. 14. 27. Peace I leave with you, My 
Peace IT give unto you. And the Holy Ghoſt, the Donor of 
all true Wiſdom, he 1s the Spirit of Love and Peace, and 
fills our Hearts with Joy and Peace in believing. And the 
Book wherein this Wiſdom 1s taught, 1s {tiled the Goſpel of 
Peace, not only revealing to us the glad Tydings of our 
Peace and Reconciliation with God, purchaſed for us by 
the Death of his Son, but alſo {tritly enjoyning us, 7f zt be 
poſſible, as much as in us lies, to live peaceably with all men. 
Rom. 12. 8. No marvel then, if Wiſdoms Motto be one 
of Chriſts Beatitudes, Beati pacificiz or that of David, 
P/2/. 120. 6. T am for Peace, for Peace in the Church, that 
| there be no Rent in Chriſts ſeamleſs Coat, no Schiſms 
| amongſt thoſe that have all one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- 
tiſm 3 no Crumblings of the Church mto Fatons and 
Se&s, whereby ſhe 1s become both ridiculous to her Ene- 
mies, and unable to- defend her ſelf: Again, ſhe is for 
Peace in Kingdoms, States, and Civil Societies, that all that 
| are in Authority may prefer a ſafe and well-grounded 

| i | Peace before a thouſand Victories and Trumphs, and that 
all thar are under' the Yoak of Government, may - ſubmit 
themſelves to every Ordinance of Man, for the Lords PS 
at. 
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that they may all fear God and the King, and not medale 
with them that are given to Change. Prov. 24. 21: Some, as 
the Learned Biſhop Ardrews obſerves, interpret the Word 
o'3 Showin, Seditions Perſons, that with Sheba" blow 
the Trumpet of Rebellion, and ſay, We have no part m 
David: Others render the Word, Detractors, meddle not 
with thoſe that have Teeth in their Tongues to gnaw the 
Name and Honour of their Rulers, that take Pleaſure in 
deſpiting Dominion, and ſpeaking Evil of Dignities. Thus 
is Wiſdom for Peace in Church and State, that all men 
may ſtudy to be quiet, and may do their own Bukneſs, 
and may 1n that Station wherein they are called, therein abide 
with C70d. 1 Cor. 7. 24. Nor doth ſhe only employ her 
Tongue to praiſe Peace, or pray for it, but ſhe uſeth her 
beſt Endeavours to procure it wherc it is wanting, and to 
continue 1t where 'tis begun 5 And to that end, ſhe {trict- 
ly binds all her Scholars not to do the leaſt Wrong or In- 
jury unto any, but to prattice that golden Rule which 


our Saviour commends, as the Sum of the Law and the 


Prophets, Whatſoever. you would that Men ſhould do to you, 
do ye even ſo to them. Matt. 7. 12. Yea, ſhe 1s ſo great a 
Lover of Peace, that ſhe 13 a Peace-maker amongſt thoſe 
that are at Variance, ſtepping in between them, as Moyes 
' did between the two contending Hebrews, and faying, 
Strs, Te are Brethren, Why do ye Wrong one to another” ® 
Now then, ſince it is the 1weparable Property of true 
Wiſdom, to be Peaceable, How far are they from Wiſdom 
that are turbulent and faftions? That inſtead of ſtudying 
to be quiet, (as the Apoſtle enjoyns us) ſtudy to be unqui- 


&, and make it their Buſmeſs to diſturb our Waters, bc- . 


cauſe their beſt fiſhing is in them, when they run muddy 
and troubled ? Again, How farare they from Punty, not- 
withſtanding all their Pretencesto it, that are not Feacc- 
able, fince the Wiſdom from above is both ? There arc a 


fort of Men, that would needs be accounted religious 5 
an 
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and yet do'fo behave themſelyes, as if their Religion con- 
ſiſted in nothing but a factions Oppoſition to Authority, 
and Diſturbance of the publick Peace. But, as the Em- 
perour Frederick ſent this Meflage to the Pope, together 
with the Coat-armour of one of his Biſhops, taken in a&qu- 
al Rebellion againſt him: Vide an hec (it tmnica filii tui ? 
Is this your. Sons Coat ? Is this a becoming Garb tor him, 
who, by his Profeſſion, ought to be a Meſlenger of Pcace? 
So I may fay to thoſe that pretend to- Piety and Purity, 
and yet are reſtleſs and unpeaceable, Is this the Badg and 
Livery of a Chriſtian? Doth our holy and immaculate Re- 
lIigion abett or countenance ſuch fattious, and unpeaceable 
Doings? Far be it from our Thoughts! For, this were to 
a the Prince of Peace into a Molech, a Dclighter 
in Humane Sacrifices. Are not Peace and Holineſs joyn'd 
together by St. Paul, Hebr. 12. 14. as well as here by St. 
James 2 And if we-will be Chriſtians indeed, and enjoy 
the Bleſſed Viſion of God, we muſt joyn them both in 
our Practice, and follow them both. I heartily wiſh all 
Men were as godly as ſome pretend to be; for, then I am 
ſure, they would be more, peaceable, and notdare to put 
aſunder what God hath joyned together. OurBleſled Sa- 
viour, whoſe Example ought to be our Copy, was Harm- 
leſs as well as Holy. Heb. 7. 26. And, I would havcall men 
who pretend to Piety, to ſearch the Records of Sacred 
Scripture, to find (if they can) any Perſon regiſtred for a 
Saint, that was of a turbulent and unpeaceable Spiritz and 
if they ſhall pitch upon E/2s his Spirit for their Warrant, 
let them remember the Check which Chriſt gave his Dif- 
ciples for doing ſo, Te know not what manner of Spirit ye 
are of, Chriſtians are to live in a cooler Element than that 
of Fire. You are to partake of my meek and peaceable Spi- 
rit, that deſcended upon me at my Baptiſm, in the Shape 
of a Dove, an Emblem of Peace, and not in the Shape of 


an Eagle, that carries (as the Poets fabled) Jupiter's Thun- 
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-derbolt in her Beak. Therefore, unleſs we will 'be called 
Chriſtians i: Contumeliam Chriſti, as Salujan faith, to 
the Reproach and Diſhonour of Chriſt our Maſter, let 
us ſtudy and prattiſe this Wiſdom which is pure and 
peaceable, PRE | 

The next property of Wiſdom is, ſhe is &H:ex?s, gentle, 
ſo our Tranſlators render itz but the Word admits of a 
various ConſtruQion. 1. She 1s Courteous, fo the Word 
1s renderd; AG. 24. 4. XZAM UAXYTah ot NAY TUVTORWS 
T1 on baerceigy* | beſeech thee of thy Courteſie or Clemency, 
hear #s a few Words. And indeed, heavenly Wiſdom 
cannot but be an Enemy to all Rudeneſs, Roughneſs, 
and Uncivility : It calls upon us tobe courteous, 1 Petr. 
3. 8. And this Apoſtle aſſures. us, That if any man ſeen 
to be religious, and bridles not his Tongue, that man's Re- 
ligion is vain. OOSE four io 

2, She is equitable, ſo is the Word Zhen / gene- 
rally uſed among prophane Authors, Homer, Ariſtotle, 
Plutarch, &c. And indeed, ' Wiſdom cannot but be' a 
Friend to Equity, fince Chriſt, the Wiſdom. of \the Fa- 
ther, hath commended ' to - our conſtant Practice, this 
Rule Equity, as the Sum of the Law and the! Pro- 
phets, | or the whole Duty of Man, in. reference - to the 
Second:Table, Whatſoever ye would that men, &c. a'Rule 
{o excellent, that the: Emperour Alexander Severxs (tho 
an Heathen) is faid to have reverenced Chriſt and Chri- - 
ſtianity for it, and cauſed itto be ven on the Doors 
of his Palace, and on all publick Places of the City of 
Rome, 0d  tibz: fieri 0X vis, | alteri ne feceris : How 
much! below that Heathen, ſhall, we Chriſtians. be, if we 
practiſe not what he ſo highly commended:! | 
BE 3 She is moderates to is the, Word, uſed, Phikp. &. Je 
Mer., And imndeed,, heavenly Waſdom., teacheth-us to. 
keep a Decorum in all. nga ſpecially in Religion : 

. an 
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and to that purpole, th 1t allows and ec | 
our Zeal for it; yet firſt, It fafſers it not to fly at the 
Fhroat of any thing, till it be fully aſſured, tape? it is an. 
Ewil, and ſuch an one as 1s not to be borne, leſt we fall 
into the raſh: Error of the Iſraelites, that would: puniſh 


the Rewbenites for crefting an Tdolatrous Altar, when at 
laſt it proved to be but an harmles Altar of Witneſs. 


Joſh. 22. 24. Secondly, It guides our Zeal with Ducre- 
tion, 'and- fſyffers-16- not with Jeb to. drive on turioul]y, 
but where there is juſt Canſez nor to handle her Razor 
raſhly or wadvidddly; left whilſt # aims at the Deftru- 
dion of Vice or Error, the Life of Tyuti and Religion 
be endangerd-by it; and leaſt by her Eagernelſs againſt 
the Tares, the Wheat in/God's Field be pluck'd up with 
them. + Thirdly, It obligeth-all men to ad within the 
Sphere of their proper Callings 3 and allows not. every 
one to turn Church of State-Mendeps, or take the Sword 
ito their hands,- to paniſh or reform, but thoſe only 
who- are- thereunto: lawfully called. '* "The Church. of 


England hath' on this aication; more juſt cauſe of glory- 
Reformed Churches | 1m Chriſtendom viz. 


ing, thati-ma 
That her Re rmation was every way regular, being 
begun-and: carried on; by Publick Authority, and con- 
firmed'by Laws and Royal'San@ions'3- and” had nothin 


of Tunult or Diforder-in-it;- as al? Reformations 
neceffarily have, more-or leſs in them, that have notup- 


on them th Stamp ane Impreſſion of Royal: or Sovereign 


bc 
:] dongle Wiſdom, ag"Oup: Tranſlators 


J 
rner av nee ſp / Pirſt,As-it/ ſtands 
poſition! oO rid and AroG s Juſtice: It teacheth 
= we Jug dpe'nor'ts: be juſt over much, as Solomon adviltth, 
celep.* Fe 
rate the: Sever | forhe Penal'Laws, eſpecially where 


_— - by _- Mer oy to-ftep: + 11h, and- mode- 
there” & juſt! hy of theie Mitigation, in reference; -to , 
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the Parties offending; or where the Law was made tt 
firſt, rather # terrorem, to keep unruly Spirits' in Or- 
der, than for a conſtant ſtanding Rule of Obcdience. 
Secondly, Ir is gentle, as it ftands in Oppoſition to raſh 
Anger 3 for, though that furprizing Paſſion may paſs 
ſometimes through the Heart of a Wiſe Man, yet #t reſts 
only in the Boſom of Fools. Eccleſ. 7, 9g. A Wile Man m- 
tends to uſe Anger only as his proper Phyfick, though 
ſometimes he may miſtake the Quantity or $'requency of 
his Doſe; but the Fool uſeth it as his conſtant Diet : 
Wiſdom therefore teacheth us to be angry, and nor ro 
ſin, or at leaſt, it keeps us from giving way to the De- 
vil, and making him our Bed-fellow, by fufteing the 
Sun to go down upon our Wrath. Thirdly, It's gen- 
tle, as it ſtands in. Oppoſition ro Revenge. It will not 
ſuffer a Man to be overcome of Evil,but it teacheth usto 
conquer by Suffering, to overcome Evil with Good, 
and fo to heap Coals of Fire upon an Enemies Head. 
And though this be an hard Leſſon, yet this Wiſdom 
from above will effe&tually teach it to thoſe that give up 
themſelves to be ruled and guided by her, by ſetting be- 
fore them not only the Commands of the Goſpel to this 
purpoſe, (and what do we foolour ſelves, by profeſling a 
Rehgion which we will not obey?) but alſo the Copy 
_ of Chriſts Example, who was week and lowly in Heart, 
and expreſly told his Diſciples, that he came not into 
the World to call down Fire from Heaven to deſtroy 
mens Lrves, much leſs to fetch it up from Hell, bat to 
ſave them. Lake 9. 55. &*. 8s 

The next Branch of Wiſdotms Character is, ſhe is 
wwe; which Word, I find among' Interpreters ren- 
dered ſometimes m the Ave, bat more frequently in 
the Paſſive Senſe, Lorins renders it a&tively, gently 
entreating or perſuading : And mdeed, the proper way 
of Wifdoms teaching is by the mild way of Perſuaſion, 
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. purpoſe, by him, to ſqueeze and force t 
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and” not the rigorous way of Compulſion : Noz »z, 


ſed ſuavitate, & ( quaſs) blanditiis utitur. Indeed, 


ſhe is an Enemy, to willful: Obſtinacy , and: can- 
not endure (after having uſed all rational and gentle 
means of Conviction in vain) to ſee her Laws and Eaw- 
makers trampled upon with the Foot of ſcorntul Pride 
and Contradidion.: But, though. ſhe lay a. juſt re- 
ſtraint upon the outward Man, and ſometymes (as her laſt 
Refuge) inflifts her Cenfures upon the ſtubborn Schiſma- 


' tick, and hath Recourſe to Secular: Authority for her 


Aſliſtance herein, without which, no Order or Govern- 
ment can be maintained-z, yet ſhe is far from;impoling a 
new Creed upon the Conſciences of Men,' as the: late 
Council of Trext, dids or: requiring any thing to be be- 
lieved or pragtiſed, as fs} to Salvation, but what 
Gods Word -either particularly, or by general Canſe- 
quence propoundeth or enjoyneth-3 and uſeth no other 
Arguments but thoſe of Reaſon:and Perluation, to cauſe 
us to embrace her Tenents. - Rowifh: Policy 1s all for 
Force and Violence, and would have her Religion eve- 
ry where to ride triumphant upon the Top of a Lance. 
She teacheth all her Scholars to-conclude all their Syl- 
logiſms 1n Ferio ;. if the Heretick will not turn and re- 
cant, to the Stake with him, and let him be confuted 
with Fire and Faggot 3: being herein, like the Fyrant 
Nabis of Lacedemon, who, w. 4 he could not perſuade 
his Citizens to part with their Money, ſent them to his 
Wite Apega, which, was a terrible LO, framed on 

| em to 1t. But, 
how; contrary is this to the Pattern of our Bleſſed: Je- 
ſus ! who, in: the days of his Fleſhly Abode with 'us, 
made it his Buſineſs to draw men to the Profeſſion of his 


Trath, with the Cords of Love, and eafie Bonds: of 


Reaſon and Perſwaſion, but not to propagate Religion 


by.the Sword, or to beat out mens Brains with a Pole- 
| | Axe, 
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Axe for refuſing it. The Dod&rine de Heretico Combu- 
rendo was unknown to the Primitive Chriſtians, who 
inſtead of compelling men to believe the Goſpel, did 
not once draw the Sword ſo much as: in defence of 1t;, 
for three hundred Years: and yet it proſper d then more 
' by ſuffering, than afterward by fighting for it. 

But ſecondly, Wewill take the Word *%a«s, as In- 
terpreters generally render it, in the Paflive Senſe: She 
is caſie to be intreated. Facile bonis rationibus perſua- 
deri ſe nit, faith Eſtizs;, She ſuffers her ſclt to be eaſily 
perſuaded by good Arguments and Reaſons: ſhe ſtands 

 1n a dire& Oppoſition to thoſe whom the Apoſtle Peter 
calls av.3zH45, 2 Pet. 2. 10. Self-willed and inflexible = 
Perſons, of whom the World is at this day very full; 
Men that are reſolved 'to pleaſe themſelves m every 
thing, to abound in their own Senſe, and fing their own 
Song, though their Note be to others, as harſh as that of 
the Screech-Owl. 

But the Wiſdom. from: above 1s traftable and yielding, 
eſpecially in theſe two Caſes : 

Firſt, If any thing that 1s Pious, Juſt, or Charitable, be 
propounded to her, ſhe readily cloſes with 1t, and con- 
tributes her beſt aſſiſtance to it : She hath not her Ears 
in her Feet, to runaway from the poor diftreſſed Sup- 
plicant, ( as it was ſaid of Dionyſus junior ) but ſhe 
hath them in her Head, alwayes open to hear the Cryes 
of the Poor and Needy ; Eſpecially, ſhe is careful ſtill 
to reſerve one Ear to the Accuſed Party, and never to 
conclude any thing againſt him, till: ſhe hath heard him 
{peak for himſelf. | 

Secondly, It any better Information: be preſented to 
her, touching any Matter, than ſhe had before, ſhe is 
ealily wrought upon to entertain it. If any Controver- 
he be clear'd up to.her Judgment, wherein ſhe was be- 


fore. 
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Tore miſtaken, ſhe preſently layes down her weapons of 
Diſputation, and is ready to ſay, Errare poſſume, Hereti- 
cs effe nolo ; Though I have been in an Errour, I will 
not be an Hererick : Nor doth ſhe think 1t any Diſpa- 
ragement to her {clf, to ſtrike Sail, and fubmit to con- 
vincing Reaſon, when it's laid before her ; but 1s wil- 


ling to undeceive her deluded Profelytes, though with 


the hazard of her own Reputation, and is ready with 
good St. Azguſtin, to write Retraftations, and is now as 


- much pleaſed in confefing her Error, as ſhe was bctore 


10 maintuuning it. Bur, alas ! Men are generally . too 
proud to be thus ingenious, and too wiſeto think them- 
ſelves m an Errour 3, They love to fix that Infallibility 
in their own Breaſts, which they have juſtly denied to 
the Chair of St. Peter. Too many are of the old Ya- 
lentinians Reſolution, Quod. volumus juſtum ſanFumgque 
efſe debet 5 That which we will have, ſhall be true and 
good, whoever gainſayes it. And rather than they will 
yield to any thing you can alledge, they are reſolved 
not to read what 1s written againſt their Errour, nor 
come near thoſe Places where they may meet with Re- 
proof, or feel the edge of Conviction 3 and, when un- 
willingly they meet with it, they cry out, Haſt thox 
found me, O mine Enemy © and with it lay in their pow- 
er to confute the plain-dealing Mzcazah, as the Jews did 
St. Stephen, with Stony Arguments. Nay, rather than 
ſuffer themſelves to be perſuaded, they are refolved to 
maintain Contradictions : And thoſe very men that late- 
ly inveighed againſt Toleration, as the ready way to 
bring in Popery, {ball afterward turn Advocates to 


plead for this Baa, or Babel { which you pleaſe ) as the 


beſt means to keep it out : And if. the Satyy could not 
endure the man that breathed Hot and Cold: out of the 
ſame Mouth, how ſhall {do do it ? So that the Con- 


ver{10n 


028) 
verfion 'of ſome- men from the Errour of their Wayes, 
may be expedted with as munch hope of Succeſs, as 
the Countrey-man in Horace expetted when the Ri- 
ver wv uld run dry : At ile labitur &+ labetur in omne 
volubil.” eunn: | | 
I dare not inlarge upon the following Characters of 
Wiſdom. She 1s merciful, full of ooniputtion to all that 
are 11 miſery, and ready both to give and forgive. For 
. ſhe well knows, that by giving to the Neceſſities of 
_ others, we make God our Debtor, to repay us with 
tereſt ; and by forgiving our Brother his hundred 
pence, we may procure the ten thouſand Talents which 
we owe to God, to be ſtruck off our Tally, and char- 
god upon the perfe& and fatisfaftory Account of our 
ear Redeemer. She ſets before us that exa&t Copy to 
write after, Be ye merciful, as your Heavenly Father is 
merciful, Luke 6. 36. and threatneth Judgment without 
Mercy to them that ſhew none, James 2. 13. She knows, 
that the beſt Uſe we can put our Riches to, is to make 
them our Friends, Lxke 16. 9. and to traffick with them 
tor a far better Merchandrze than that of Silver and 
Gold : to ſow Temporal and tranfitory thmgs, and reap 
the Harveſt of a bleſſed Eternity : She is therefore full 
of Mercy ; doth not confine it only to the Heart, cr 
the Bowels of Compaſiton, but ſhe opens her Eyes to be- 
hold the Neceffittes of the AﬀiCted, and her Ears to 
hear their Complaints, and makes her Tongue the Pen 
of a ready Writer, to ſpeak comfortably to: them, yea, 
and to plead thetr Cauſe for them. And'laſtly, ſhe | 
ftretcheth out her hand: to lift them up, and opens it in | 
Bounty to relieve and Succour them, according to her ; 
Ability. And this Mercy ſhe extends to all ; ſhe loves 
not to be confined, or ſhut up with Diſtingions, or L1- 
mitations 3 And though the Apoſtle dire& her to: 11- 


large 
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--: large her Bounty to the Houſhold of, Faith, yet -ſhe is 
willing to take every one 'that hath the Chriſtian Sig- 
nature upon him, as one of that  Houſhold 3 and not 


2h (as is:the, manner of ſome. ſtraight-lacd Schilmaticks. 
1 to confine it to ſuch a Se& or Party. But it he be a Man, 
vt mach more, if 'a Chriſtian, and miſerable, ſhe makes 
' haſte to relieve him 3 She 1s ſo tull of Mercy, that ſhe 
ot loves it as God requires, Micah 6.8. She is glad of any 
4 occaſion or opportunity to ſhew it. 1s there any yet left 
If of the Honſe of Saul, to whom 1 may ſhew kindneſs - for 

Jonarhan”s ſake # 2 Sam, 9.1. So faith Wiſdom, Is there 


no Lazar to feed and cloath, no Widdow to vilit, no 
Wounds -to bind up, no weak Brother to be reſtored, 
none that - fit- in the Darkneſs of Errour, to be conver- 
ted and brought to the Light 2 Theſe are the Q»eres, 
and this the DzaleF of merciful Wiſdom. Again, the is 
full of Mercy, in forgiving Offences, knowing that it 

v is the glory of a man to paſs them by, and that which 
makes way for his future a Fa : For, Bleſſed are the 
Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy, Mat. 5. 7. Yet this 
Heavenly Wiſdom exerciſeth forgiveneſs towards Offen- 
ders,alwayes withzeſpect to Purity; as well knowing how 
to put a difference between the ſtubborn and penitent 
Offenders, and though ſhe ſpare the one, ſhe will not. 
the other: She knows that Lenity to the Preſumptuous: 
Rebel is Cruelty to the truly Loyal Subje&t : And there- 
fore, if ſhe be armed with a juſt Authority, ' ſhe draws 
out the Sword |. to puniſh the notorious and. incorri- 
g1ble Offender, but ſtill is compaſſtonate 'to thoſe that. 
offend out 'of Ignorance and Weakneſs, and ſo.ufeth 
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j the Sword for their Correction, but not for their Deſtru- 
, ' gion. : 
F- | . . . ' * ” 
i Next, This Wiſdom is fill of Good Fruits, Fruits of 


Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, Charity and Benignity 3 ſhe 
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1s never 1dle, but ſhll putting us upon doing what good 
we can m our Generation, and working theWorks of him 
that ſent us, whilſt 1t 1s-called to day, and ſo making an 
end of our Salvation with Fear and Trembling. Phzl. 2.12. 
She 1s ſtill prefimg = 
fe r 


n our Conſciences ſuch Precepts 
as theſe, Bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, Mat. 3. 8, 
and be filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, to the Praiſe 
and Glory of God, Phil. 1. 11. and, whilſt ye have Op- 
portunity do Good unto all, and be not weary of well do- 
ing, for in due Seaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not, She 
knows, that by Fruitfulneſs we adora our Holy Pro- 
teſion, and bring Glory to God. John 15. 8. Herein is my 
Father glorified, if you bring forth nmch Fruit: And\with- 
all, that nothing 1s more beneficial to a Chriſtian in the 
Concluſion; 'for, If we have our Fruit unto Holineſs, our 
End ſhall be Everlaſting Life. Rom. 6. 22. 

Again, the Wiſdom that is from above, is *AS\az em, 
which I find variouſly rendred. She is without Waver- 
ing and Inconſtancy, ſo the Leamed Hammond. And 
ſo the Syriack and Arabick Verſions, abſque heſitatione. 
Indeed ſhe is alwayes ſtedfaſt and immoveable in the 
Profeſſion of the Truth, and in the Defence of that Ho- 
ly Faith which was once delivered to the Saints : She 
knows -there cannot be a greater Demonſtration of a 
Man's Folly, than to be a Weather-cock in Religion, 
inconſtant, and changeable as the Moon : whereas you 
may as ſoon ſtop the courſe of the Sun, as divert a tru- 

ly wiſe man from his juſt and pious purpoſes. 

Vaitablas, Piſcator, Pliricss, and others, render the 
word, «bſque  dijudicatione, without judging : that 1s, 
She is neither a curious Inquirer into other mens Faults, 
nor a captious. Cenſurer of them: A proud malicious 
Fool; (of which ſort of Cattel the World is very full) is 
ſt! prying into the OO others, and ſhoot ' 
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Bolt at them, being willing to paſs the worſt Conſtru- 
con of them they are ca ble of : Being herem like to 
the Raven, that is pleaſed with nothing but Carrion, 
or like the Vultur, that can ſmell none but rank and 
toul Scents : But a truly wiſe man is loth to paſs Judg- 
ment, much leſs that of Condemnation, upon any man 
but himſelE He finds fo much for him to do at home, 
that he hath no leiſure to look abroad; And when 
he ſees any thing amiſs in the Adions of men, he 
reſolves to judga of them the beſt he can 5 and though 
upon a Sobcr view he cannot but diſhke the Sin, yet he 
{tl hopes the beſt of the Offender, and dares not paſs 
any Sentence, , much leſs a final one, upon his Perſon ; 
Bur he hath the Rebuke of the Apoſtle frequently in 
his Thoughts, Roe. 14. 10. Why do'ſt thou judge thy Bro- 
ther © we ſhall all ſtand before the Tudgment-ſeat of Chriſt. 
How apt men are to take this Prerogative of judg- 
ing out of Chriſts hands, doth too evidently appear, 
by the rare Titles which the bitter zeal of fome- do fa- 
ſten upon thoſe that are not of their Perſuaſion, Time- 
ſervers, Neuters, Luke-warm Laodiceans, Popiſhly- 
 aftected, Tories, Papiſts in Maſquerade, &c.” And no 
marvel, if ſo many odious Nick-Names caſt upon men 
without the leaſt ground | and foundation of 'truth,' do 
meet with ſome anſwerable Returns *' for: it 18 an (ca- 

fie matter with the froward to learn frowardneſs. I 
know not what theſe mens, Faith may do for them 3 it 
may be a miraculous” Faith, and fo able to: remove 
Mountains for, them * Bur fare Tam, their: Charity will 
do. yery little toward the'faving of them, ('theres'too 
much. of the Gall of Bitterneſs 1n it ) and as fare I am, 


that, they are as far, from, Heavenly Wiſdom as Light 
from Darkneb * For, true Wiſdom and- Religioniever 
4 


20 hand in hand together } and where Religion'is; there 
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is Charity, the Life and Soul of itz and where Cha- 
rity is, it ſuffers long, and is kind, envieth not, vann- 
teth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave it ſelf 
unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provoked, think- 
eth no Evil, rejoyceth not in Iniquity, but rejoyceth in the 
Truth. 1 Cor. 13. 4, 5, 6. And where it is not, though | 
we ſpeak with the Tongue of Men and Angels, we are 
nothing. 

But thirdly, Others render the Word {ze Diſceptatio- 
e, without diſputing, or, as it 1s in the Margin of ſome 
Bibles, without wrangling 3 and 'tis true indeed, that 
Divine Wiſdom, though ſhe will admit of calm Debates 
about doubtful Points, yet ſhe is an Enemy to all 
brawling Diſputes, eſpecially about fuch Matters as are 
flight and trivial, being fully affured, that jangling 
Controverſies [tend not to Edification 3 but, for the 
moſt part, end in Contention and Confufion. And 
indeed, it is fad to ſee how the Lite and Power of Re- 
ligion 1s eaten out by frivolous Diſputes and vain 
Janglings;z and how, by an unhappy kind of Magick, 
the Zea} of Chriſtian PraQtice 1s transformed into an Itch 
of Unchriſtian Diſputes, ſo that (as one well ſays) the 
Queſtions about our Creed are become as numerous as 
the Letters of 1t. So long as the Church retained the 
. Simplicity of the Chriſtian Faith and Dodrine, and con- 
| formed thereto by a conſtant courſe of Obedience, fo 
long ſhe made good the Title which Chriſt gives her, 
of being his Love, his Dove, his undefiled One, Cant. 6. 
But, when the Serpent had got into this Paradiſe, and 
infuſed his nice and ſubtle Diſtintions into Mens 
Heads, and his Venome of Malice ito their Hearts, 
| then aroſe perverſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds3 
by means whereof, Contentions and Strifes aroſe, to the 


DeſtraQion of the Churches Unity, Truth, and Peace. 
E 2 | And 
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(28) 
And from hence have ariten ſuch a' numerous Progeny 
of Sets and Schiſms, as would puzzle an able Arithme- 
tician to reckon them up : Ando this Diſputandi Pru- 
rigo 1s become Eccleſe C cabies, this Itch 'of Diſputation 
(as Sir HB. Wotton well faid ) is become the Scab and 
Plague of the Church: And Sataz may now leave off 
his rojlſome work of compaſiing the Earth to- and fro, 
ſince wrangling Men will do his Buſineſs for him, and 
vive him Leiſure to fit ſtill, and pleaſe himſelf in being a 
Spectator of our Divinity-Prizes, - and Gladiatory Com- 
bats about Religion 3 by which, we have almoſt driven 
her out of the World, whilſt every fide pretends to 
plead her Cauſe, Well, Brethren, it we would be in- 
ipired with Wiſdom frozz above, let us labour. to have 
our Hearts eſtabliſhed with Grace, and not our Heads 
filled with Notions, which may enable - us to diſpute 
and: wrangle let us ferioully conſider the miſchievous 
Conſequences hereof. How much 'precious tune is tri- 
fled away in ſleeveleſs Quarrels, de Lana Caprina, about 


| Habits, Geſtures, Days, and other Ceremonaals, which 


might have been much better employed 7 working out 
eur Salvation, and making our Calling and EleFion ſure. 
He that thus idely bufieth himſelf, will find ar laſt, he 
hath, with Sifphws, rolled the Stone, eſpouſed a Labour 
that may make him weary, but never afford any ſolid 
Comfort or Satisfaction to his Soul.: Let him alſo conſi- 
der, how great an Obſtruction: this wrangling Humour 
doth. put to Chriſtian. Pradtice, and how the contulſcd. 
Noiſe of Pro and Cox, Ob and Sol, quite: drowns the 
Voice behind us, which ſanth to us, This 3s. the way, 
walk in it. "Did we but wiſely con(ider, that the Inte- 
reſt-of our Souls, the avoiding of Eternal Mifery, and 
acquiring of endleſs Bliſs for them, 1s not ſo. cate a 


matter as to be purchaſed with a few yawning, Wiſhes at 
| laſt, 
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laſt, but Ae wack our whole Lives, and the Intention of 


our whole Powers, to ſecure them; we ſhould not ſutf- 
fer any thing to interpole it ſelf, or interrupt us in ſo 
great and neceflary a Work. Now, if we bufie our 
telves with Diſputes and Janglings about Religion, our 
Attendance upon Chriſtian Practice muſt thereby be in- 


terrupted 3 and ſo whilſt we quarrel. with one another, 


we give our great Lord and Maſter juſt ground of quar- 
relling with us all, tor neglecting the Great Buſineſs for 
which he ſent us into the World, the glorifying of God 
in our Generations, and the working out of. our own 
Salvation. | 

But laſtly, this Wiſdom is without Partaality, ſo. our 
Exeliſh Tranſlation renders it. She knows, that to. re- 
fpe& Perſons, or as the Hebrew ſignifies, to know Faces, 


regarding nor fo- mach the Matter, as the Man, and. 


hearing him ſpeak, and not his Cauſe, this hath long 
| ſince been condemned by the Wiſe man, Prov. 24. 23. 


She knoweth alſo, that God is no- Reſpeter of Perſorrs, 
Coloſ. 3. ult. and therefore, ſhe dares not be one, far- 


ther than Civility and common. Prudence allows of, 


and Religion obligeth us to, of honouring, and reve- 
rencing all men according to their Natural Qualifications 
and Endowments, or according to the Perſonal Excellen- 
cies and Dignities conferrd. upon them: But, it con- 
| demns that Reſpect of Perſons, that lows from Prejudice, 
or Intereſt, or miſplaced Aﬀe&ion; when we aggravate 
ſome Mens Frailties, and excuſe other Mens Crimes ; 


when we extoll ſome mens Vertues,and cry down others, - 


though equally deſervings. when Men, being engaged 
by Intereſt or Fa&ion, can bring in an. [grorams. to a 
Bill of Indi&ment put up againſt: a Friend, though the 
Evidence be never ſo clear againſt himz but can readily: 
find the Bill againſt an Enemy, though never ſo weakly: 


Pro-: 
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-proved 3 or when of two Men involved in the ſame 


Guilt, one meets with a milder Sentence than the 
Other ; this 1s a finfal Partiality, which the * Wiſdom 
from above cannot but abhor. And it were well it men 
pretending to Wiſdom would at length be aſhamed of 


it, and not expoſe themſclves and Follies herein, fo pub- 


hickly to the World, in ſpying out Beams 1n the Eyes 
of an Enemy, but not ſo much as a Moat in their own. 
Alas! How much ſinful Partiality 1s daily to be ſeen in 
moſt Mens Dealings! How partial are we in our Obedi- 


ence to Superiour Powers! If their. Command be agree- 


able to our Humor, we can be content to pleaſe our 
ſelves as well as them, in obeying them 3 but, let them 
be never foquſt, if they run crels to our Fancy or Inte- 
reſt, then we plead Liberty as our Chriſtian Birth- 
righr, and the danger of wronging our Conſciences, as 
an Excuſe for our Diſobedience. Jn the Diſtribution of 
Rewards, how little Regard is'had to any man's 
Virtue or Merit ! How Fra hath the Rich Dunce 
been preferred (though Balaam's Aſs can ſpeak more 
Senſe than he ) whilſt the Learned Man, that wants 
Confidence and Money, goes away without it | In the 


Diſtributions of Juſtice, How often are Jurors ſwayed 


more by Love or Hatred to the Perlon, than by the 
Conſcience of their Oath, or true Inſight into the Caule! 
So that Verdifts are too often rather the Language of 
Afﬀe&cion or Prejudice, or worldly Intereſt, than of 
Equity and Conſcience. With what Zeal and Heat of 


- Paſſion is'the Rich Man's Cauſe pieaded, but the Poor 
Man's, coldly and faintly, though oftentimes the juſter 3 
as if the Advocate had fy Z# y2wrlns, given him to be 


be filent ! I would be loath to think that there 
ſhould be among Chriſtians, that Partiality in the 


publick Adminiſtcations of - Juſtice, which the Poet 
com- 
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7 complains of in his Time, Dat veniam Corvis, vexat 


cenſura Columbas. But, in the Private Cenſures 
be aers Men paſs on one another, this Partiality 1s eve- 
y where viſible.” How ready ate © we. to: conſtrue 
os thing ſaid or dove, by ſome Men; in the worſt 
e, whilſt others ſhall be defended and juſtified, 
at leaſt excuſed, for ſaying or doing the fame things ! 
How partial are Men in the choice of their Religi- 
on ! Moſt Men have a Kindneſs, 'not' for that which is 
trueſt, bur that which is moſt in Faſhion, / or moſt like- 
ly to proſper in ' the World, or is moſt agfecable to 
the Intereſts they have ef; uſed. © A Plebeiar Religion 
beſt | ſuits with Men "of Commonwealth Principles 3 
and” a Poptſh beſt with thoſ{&that woulJd- live: licenti- 
onſly, -and \purchaſc -rheir Pardons for Moneyy and 
thoſe alſo"that* court Riches and Greatneſs 'more'than 
Virtue. No marvel 'then, if the Religion of the Church 
of England, lying under fo many Diſcoutagemerits and | 
Dangers, as' now 1t doth,” hath fo few cordial PR” 
ers. "The Poet- ſaid it, and} 1 fear *tis"too6 trae; - 
virtutem ampletFitur ivſarn premia rg 2 Let Viee 
her ſelf Want' the Dowry/ of Rewatd and Encourage- 
ment, 'and ſhe will meet with few Suitors. ' Again, how 
partial are we_ in the' choice” of out Teachers! - Hath 
he but the Tone, 4nd -the Twang; atid/ the” Words-'of 
the Buorient,, this/Cait ſways more) with many' wits; 
Fars, Than ' all 'the'” Words of Truth and 'Soberne 
which the” Tongue & of Men and Afigels"ean- utter. I 
might 'ealily ſhew you how-this*finhi Paifality \funs 
throtigh'every: Veiri,” through the whole Scheme Gf Hu 
nane Aﬀenrs; which" Is *a © Sos Eyidetice again{t moſt 
men, 'that they” are Strangers to this Co Wiſd6m 
Which is: without? Part rity. 30gt.t 10 129! 
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Yes, and without Hypocriſie alſo. She ſcorns to fail 
with every Wind, or Protexs-like, transform her ſelf in- 
to ſuch Shapes and Forms as Time and Occaſion ma 
ſeem to require : It is impoſſible ſhe ſhould ever in 
this ſenſe become a Time-ſerver, or Pleaſer of men. 

| An Hypocrite can giauamiler , (as it was faid of the Py- 
thian Oracle ) Tune his Note mn Religion ſo, as may 
beſt pleaſe the prevailing Party 3 He can be Proteſtant 
ro day, -and Papiſt to morrow, and Sectary a third, 
according as, the Wind of Worldly Advancement turns 
about : Nay, his Conſcience fits ſo looſe to all Religi- 
ous Concerns, that he can readily exchange a Bible 
for the Alcoran, if he may but gam by it: But the 
Wiſdom that is from above, like a true Eagle, ſcorns 
to ſtoop at ſo baſe a Quarry 3 She hates to change her 
Station, {as the Palos upon Sejazws his down- 
fall ) for Fear or Worldly Advantage, but in all E- 
{tatos and Conditions that, may befall her, her Motto 
is that of Queen Elizabeth of Famous Memory, Sexr- 
per eadem, alwayes the fame. Again, True Wiſdom 
ſcorns to be a Stage-Player, as the Word Hypocrite, 
1n its Native 'Language doth properly {ignifie : One that 
repreſents the Perſon and acts the part of ſome great 
King , 'or Lord; when he is, a man of poor ExtraCti- 
on, and\mean Rank and Quality. True Wiſdom ſcorns 
to ſeem or appear other than what ſhe really.is. There 

are indeed ( prob dolor ! ) many parts of Religion dai- 
ly acted; among men,' as upon a Stage, whereby they 
ſhew. themſelves, true Diſciples of that Arch-hypocrite 
the Devil, who; in, the Old. Teſtament, got on a Man- 
tle, and acted the Ie of a Prophet, 1 Sam. 28. 14- 
and in the New Teſtament, -comes forth transformed 
into an Angel of Light, 2 Corinth, 11,.14. Indeed totws 


Mundyus exercet Hiſtrioniam, the World is become a 
Stage, 
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Stage, whereon moſt men do Perſonate what they are 
not : There's ſcarce a true Face to be found in it, no- 
thing but Paints and V1zor-Masks : Am Iſraelite indeed, 
in whom is no gnile, would be a wonder to find, and 
ſach a ſight as may well deſerve an ' Eece. But let men 
pleaſe embers with their Treachery and Falſe-heart- 
ednels to God, and men, {mooth'd and fleek'd over 
with a Theatrical Godlineſs, wherewith this Age aboun- 
deth, yet a truly Wiſe man will pray with Jacob, O 1y 
Soul, come not into their ſecrets, mine honour be not united 
to \their Aſſemblies ! Geneſ. 49. 6. This Wiſdom that de- 
ſcends from above will teach us ever to account Sin- 
ccrity the beſt Policy,. and Hypocrifie the greateſt Fol- 
ly : Since, — the Hypocrite may for a time put a 
Cheat upon the dim-{ighted World, yet he cannot de- 
ceive the Great Searcher of Hearts, nor caſt'a miſt be- 
fore his All-piercing Eye 3 And, which 1s worſt of all, 
whilſt he cheats others, he putteth the greateſt Cheat up- 
_ on himſelf; for what 1s the Hope of a Hypocrite, when 
God takes away his'Soul, Job 27. 8. and loads him with 
thoſe dreadful Woes denounced againſt himby our bleſſed 
Saviour, Matth. 23. So that in theend he muſt needs ap- 
pear a moſt! unſufferable Fool, when his counterfeit 
Godlineſs, by which he gained to himſelf an Heaven of 
Applauſe here, ſhall meet with a real Hell of Torment, 
even in the loweſt part of that Infernal Priſon. 

I have run over, as briefly as I could, this Character 
of Heavenly Wiſdom : I have no time to ſpend in be- 
wailing the great want of her company amongſt the Sons 
of men, or 1n telling you that which hath been ſaid long 
ago, Stultorum plena- ſunt omnia ; but a truly Wiſe man 
1s rarely to be found : Or that there are many Pretenders 
to this Wiſdom,men that talk much of it,and boaſt of it, as 
the Gzoſticks did of 01d, and confine it to themſelves, as it 
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it ſhould onely live and dye with them; and yet when 
I compare therr Ations with this Character of Wiſdom, 
that ſhe is prre and peaceable, ec. TI may boldly ſay (with 
ſome alteration of Linacre's words ) Ant hec nor eſt Sa- 
era Scriptura, aut hi non funt Sapientes. Erther this isnot 
Sacred Scripture, or theſe are not the Wiſe men they take 
themſelves to be. But I muſt wave this Diſcourſe. 


And now, Right Honourable, and Reverend Judges 
of this Circuit, It 1s, and ſhall be my hearty Prayer, that 
this Wiſdom may alwayes ſtand at your Right hand, 
to prompt you to all Ads of —_y and Peace, of im- 
partial Juſtice to incorrigible Offenders, and yet of Gen- 
tleneſs and Mercy to thoſe that are capable of it 3 and 
in a word, to all ſach things as may enable you to diſ- 
charge with all Faithfulneſs the great Truſt repoſed in 
you, and in the end make you wife unto Salvation. 

If the Gentlemen of the long Robe will be careful to 
make this Wiſdom their Counſelor, I am ſure none of 
them will dare to put a fair Gloſs upon a foul Text, or 
gild over a rotten Poſt, by calling Evil Good, and Good 
Evit, by juſtifying the Wicked for Reward, and taking 
away the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous from him. | 

If this Pure and Impartial Wiſdom be the Guide of. 
our Grand Inqueſts, and other Juries, I am ſure they wall 
not for Fear or Favour, connive at groſs Offences, or 
bring in falſe or unjuſt Verdidts. 

It this Wiſdom, which is without Partiality. and Hypo- 
crifie, be but ſet as a Watch to the door of thoſe mens 
Lips, who are to give in Evidence in any Cauſe, Civil 
or Criminal, they will not dare to ſpeak any thing but 
what is truth 5 and be ſo far from uttering any thing 

againſt their knowledge, that they will teſtifie nothing 


but what 1s exatly agreeable to it. 
Finally, 
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Finally, Would all Plaintiffs in any Court of Judi- 
cature, conſult with this Heavenly Wiſdom, whuch is 
peaceable, gentle, eaſje to be entreated, and full of Mercy ; 
they would not go to Law for every Trifle, but be wil- 
ling to withdraw their Actions upon reaſonable Offers, 
and hearken to fair and moderate terms of Accommoda- 
tion, whereby both Judge and Jury may be ſaved a great 
deal of Trouble. > 

To conclude, - May this Ointment of Heavenly Wit- 
dom be at laſt poured out upon the whole Nation, and 
run down from the Head to the Beard, and from thence 
to the Skirts, from the greateſt to the leaſt amongſt us; 
that ſo Purity may be reſtored to its former Splendor, 
baſe Partiality, and baſer Hypocriſfie, may be baniſhed 
out of our Hearts ; Juſtice and Mercy maintained,and Peace 
and Truth eſtabliſh'd amongſt us. and our Poſterities for 
ever. Which Almighty God 1n his Goodneſs grant unto 
us for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake : To whom with the Father 


and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, 
now and for ever. Amer. 
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